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MMNA Believes:
•

The proliferation of personal wireless service facilities such as transmission towers,
antennas, small wireless facilities, and micro wireless facilities strung on cables between
utility poles puts Maui Meadows at risk;

•

The installation of wireless communications facilities in Maui Meadows can create visual
and aesthetic blights, and frustrate Maui Meadow’s longstanding efforts to have a
natural, residential, welcoming look and feel and a comfortable, safe community;

•

If not adequately regulated the installation of wireless communications facilities within
Maui Meadows poses a threat to the public health, safety, and welfare of its residents;

•

The installation of wireless facilities can cause traffic and pedestrian safety hazards due
to the unsafe placement of wireless facilities, as well as impacts to trees where
proximity conflicts may require unnecessary trimming of branches or removal of roots
due to undergrounding of equipment or lines;

•

The County’s public rights-of-way are a valuable resource, and the regulation of wireless
installations in the public rights-of-way is necessary to protect and preserve aesthetics
in Maui Meadows;

•

Maui County has suffered numerous fires and major fires in some other jurisdictions
ignited due to power pole failures in which wireless communications facilities
contributed to overburdened power poles;

•

There is ample scientific evidence, including US government studies, indicating adverse
health effects from levels of wireless radiation well below the Federal Communication
Commission (FCC) emission guidelines;

•

Some residents of Maui Meadows have already been injured by wireless radiation
emissions within the allowed FCC emissions levels;

•

The FCC’s present wireless radiation rules are not biologically-based or sufficiently
protective of human life, animal life, or the environment;

•

The installation and operation of the facilities and equipment associated with wireless
services often results in aesthetic and visual blight, reduces the value of adjacent
properties, and may present economic challenges to the residents of Maui Meadows;

•

Such installations create health and safety concerns, especially to those who may have
pre-existing conditions exacerbated by exposure to wireless emissions, or who have
been, or will be, directly sickened by exposure, presenting economic challenges to
residents of Maui Meadows;

•

The County should exercise its powers to protect its citizens, its right to exercise all
available power and right over its own property and regulate the use and occupation of
that property, and to regulate land use to the maximum extent allowed by law, while
nonetheless respecting and adhering to the law.

RATIONALE
On February 8, 1996, the Congress of the United States enacted the Telecommunications Act of
1996 (P.L. No. 104-104) to deregulate the telecommunications industry, providing a more
competitive environment for wired and wireless telecommunications services in the United
States.
A concomitant effect of increased competition in the market for wireless telecommunication
services is an increased demand for personal telecommunications facilities including antennas,
transmission towers and ancillary facilities necessary for providing wireless service via existing
and new technologies.
On June 21, 2018, Governor Ige signed into law the Hawai’i Wireless Fast Track Bill (HB
2651), to codify Federal Law and streamline the application process for Wireless
Communication Facilities (WCFs) by establishing a process for wireless communication service
providers to gain access to state- and county-owned poles to develop wireless facilities.
HB 2651 permitting requirements for small wireless facilities only apply “if required by the state
or county”, thus, County regulation is likely needed before any requirements can be utilized, yet
Maui County has not considered or adopted any regulation of small wireless facilities, leaving
the County vulnerable to the rampant deployment of wireless facilities with disregard for the
unique character and features of the Maui Meadows neighborhood.

Further, the FCC has not updated its wireless radiation emission guidelines since 1996. The
guidelines are based on outdated science that does not address biological or environmental harms
from wireless radiation, and does not account for the rapid proliferation of wireless devices and
infrastructure that has happened in the last 25 years.
In recent legal action the FCC was presented with 11,000 pages of scientific evidence of
nonthermal biological effects and environmental impacts from wireless radiation. After first
ignoring that evidence the FCC, through an appeal process decided in August, 2021, has been
forced by the Court to consider that substantial body of evidence for the first time; thus, current
FCC guidelines cannot be assumed to adequately protect human health and the environment.
For these reasons, the MMNA seeks to protect the neighborhood and its inhabitants from the
unregulated proliferation of personal wireless facilities infrastructure and supports the County in
regulating wireless deployments to the fullest extent of the law.
Glossary
Antenna: an apparatus designed for the purpose of emitting radiofrequency (RF) radiation, to be
operated or operating from a fixed location for the transmission of data. An antenna is typically
mounted on or in a supporting structure such as a tower or building.
FCC (Federal Communications Commission): The governmental body tasked with setting
wireless radiation emission safety guidelines.
Micro wireless facilities: A wireless facility generally mounted on cables strung between utility
poles
Personal wireless service: Commercial mobile services, unlicensed wireless services, and
common carrier wireless exchange access services.
Personal wireless service facility: Facilities for the provision of personal wireless services.
RF or radiofrequency: A type of electromagnetic radiation that includes radio waves and
microwaves.
Small wireless facility: A wireless facility generally mounted on structures, such as utility poles,
50 feet or less in height including their antennas.
Tower: Any structure, including a freestanding mast, pole, monopole, guyed tower, lattice tower,
free standing tower or other structure, designed and constructed for the primary purpose of
supporting any FCC licensed or authorized wireless service facility antennas and their associated
facilities.
Wireless communication facility or wireless service facility: A structure, antenna, pole, tower,
equipment, accessory equipment and related improvements used, or designed to be used, to
provide wireless transmission of personal wireless service.
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